
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING HOUSE BILL 280 

 

Georgia House Bill 280, commonly referred to as the “campus carry” legislation, 
takes effect as of July 1, 2017.  For more information on this new law (which 
amends O.C.G.A. § 16-11-127.1) and how it will be implemented on University 
System of Georgia campuses, please read Chancellor Wrigley’s guidance to the 
USG community, dated May 24, 2017.  Below you will find additional information 
in response to common topics of inquiries that members of the USG community 
have posed. 

First, it is important to reiterate that House Bill 280 establishes that anyone who is 
licensed to carry a handgun may do so – in a concealed manner only – anywhere 
on Georgia’s public college and university campuses, except in certain areas that 
are specifically listed in the law.  If an area of campus is not mentioned in one of 
those exceptions, license-holders may carry guns there.  Unlike “campus carry” 
laws in some other states, HB 280 does not give colleges and universities in 
Georgia discretion to prohibit handguns on their campuses or to add any additional 
exceptions to the ability to carry handguns beyond those already contained in the 
law. 

Can licens e -hol der s carry concea le d handg uns in labo ra to r ies on campus?  

Yes.  HB 280 sets out specific excepted areas in which license-holders may not 
carry handguns, and laboratories are not one of those exceptions.  Handguns would 
only be prohibited in a laboratory if the particular space were to fall within one of 
the specific exceptions.   

Can licens e -hol der s carry concea le d handg uns at summer camps on campus?  

Yes.  Summer camps are not set out as an exception to the ability to carry 
concealed handguns on campus in HB 280.  Handguns are prohibited, however, in 
childcare spaces, which include programs for children under 18 years of age that 
are located within an enclosed space behind a controlled access point (meaning 
access via personnel stationed at the door or an electronic mechanism) limited to 
authorized people. 

 

 



Can licens e -hol der s carry concea le d handg uns in heal th center s and exa m 
roo ms on campus?  

Yes.  Health centers and their examination rooms are not specifically excepted 
from the general rule that license-



Can facul ty membe r s and student s other tha n licens e -ho l der s ask the 
regi s tr ar w hethe r hig h schoo l student s are enroll e d in their clas se s?  

Yes. 

Can facul ty membe r s ask student s to identi fy thems e lv es if they are carry i ng 
handg uns or ask student s who carry handg uns to take differ e nt cla ss es?  

No.  State law grants license-holders the ability to carry handguns to public college 
and university classes (except those in which high school students are enrolled), 
and faculty members may not ask license-holders to reveal that they are carrying 
concealed handguns or in any way discourage them from doing what they are 



If a student or emplo ye e viola t es the prov is io n s  of HB 280, may the ins titutio n 
trea t tha t conduc t as a vio la ti on of its student code of conduc t or perso nnel 
rul es?  

Yes. The immediate situation should be handled by law enforcement, but 
afterwards the conduct may be treated as a violation of the student code of conduct 
or the personnel rules.  That process should then be handled in the same manner as 
any other student or employee misconduct case would be handled.   


