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Davidson:  No.  Absolutely not.   I had joined the Navy to hopefully keep from going to 

Vietnam, but I got drafted to go over there.  My stepfather had died in December of ’71, 

so I came back home for that and was stationed in Norfolk VA.  I tried to get them to let 

me stay in Norfolk where I could come back home to support my mother, cause she was 

about 45 years old at the time.  Anyway, “no we’ve got to have you back” [they said].  

This was back when the United States was playing games with Russia at the time, so 

they flew me to Rota, Spain. Spent 30 days in Rota, Spain.  The ship was out on special 

ops chasing the Russians.  They flew me to Naples, Italy, spent thirty days in Naples, Italy 

–ship was out on Special Ops.  They flew me back to Rota, Spain, and I caught the ship 

the day it was coming back to the states.  On the way back, they said they needed 

volunteers.  I found out I had made E-5, second class gunners mate, and they said “we 

need E-5s to volunteer to go to the ship that is going to Vietnam.”  I said “no way.  That 



Robards:  What is your evaluation of American military leadership in Vietnam and your 

immediate commanders in the field?   

Davidson:  Well, in 1972, when President Nixon had started the B52 campaign—the 





Davidson:  I guess that would be when we came under fire.  That would get your 

attention.  Other than that, it was doing your job and worrying about things and 

witnessing  




