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Chapter 1 

1 

 

Chapter 1 

Pioneering on the Creek Border 

 

Folder – Georgia Journal - Abstracts 1810 - 1824 

¶ Hartz, Fred R. and Hartz, Emile K. Genealogical Abstracts from the Georgia 

Journal (Milledgeville) Newspaper, 1809-1840. Ohoopee Regional Library, 

Vidalia, Georgia, 1990.  

 

Folder – The War of 1812 and the Indians 

¶ Miller, Stephen F. Memoir of General David Blackshear. J. B. Lippincott & 

Co. 1858. Includes letters and other accounts from various governors, 

members of Congress, and other military officers. Also includes “A Muster 

Roll of Troops under his Command.” 

¶ Hand written notes related to Blackshear’s Memoir, War of 1812, and 

Indians 

¶ “Volunteers Serving in Pulaski County During War of 1812.” A typed list of 

names. 

¶ Various articles from The Georgia Journal (Milledgeville) and other 

newspapers from 1812-1814, related to the War of 1812 and Indian wars in 

Pulaski County. 

 

Folder – Act to Expand Pulaski County 

¶ Early deeds and Acts record land expansion of Pulaski County – circa 1820s. 

 

Folder – Laurens County – History 

Hart, Bertha Sheppard. 1941. The Official History of Laurens County, Georgia 

1807-1941, vol. 1, Cherokee Publishing Company, 1972, pp. 6-15, 28-31, 72-79, 

82-83. 

 

Folder – Wilkinson County – History 

¶ Davidson, Victor. “War Preparations in Wilkinson.” 1930. History of 

Wilkinson County, The Reprint Company, Publishers, 1978, pp. 181-93. 

 

Folder – Maps 

¶ Changes in Georgia County Jurisdiction of Cochran Community 

¶ Pioneer Pulaski County 1808-1820 (two versions and notes) 

¶ The War of 1812 and the Indians (with notes) 
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¶ Owen, Christopher Hendrick, Ph.D. Sanctity, Slavery, and Segregation: 



Chapter 4 

7 

 

Chapter 4 

Government, Justice and Politics 

 

Folder – General Notes on Chapter 4 

¶ These are handwritten notes by Bernadette Loftin 

¶ Move court to Hawkinsville 

¶ Superior Court Minutes  1810-1876 

¶ Probate Court Minutes  1810-1817 

¶ Original county structure 

¶ Inferior Court Minutes  1809-1858 

 

Folder – Judicial System 

¶ Wyatt-Brown, Bertram. “Community, Class, and Snopesian Crime: Local 

Justice in the Old South.” Article in: Class, Conflict, and Consensus: 

Antebellum Southern Community Studies, edited by Orville Vernon Burton 

and Robert C. McMath, Jr., Greenwood Press, 1982. 

 

Folder 
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Folder – Horse Stealing  

¶  “An Act. More effectually to punish the crime of horse stealing.” Laws of 

Georgia – 1809. 

 

Folder – Social Offenses 

¶ Blue Laws; Gaming. 

 

Folder – Politics 

¶ Inferior & Superior Court Minutes, Pulaski County, multiple years. 

 

Folder – Alcohol 

¶ Inferior & Superior Court Minutes, Pulaski County, multiple years. 

 

Folder – Civil Cases 

¶ Inferior & Superior Court Minutes, Pulaski County, multiple years. 

 

Folder –

InI nI n

¶

I n
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Folder – Pulaski County – Historical Demographics 



Chapter 5 
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Chapter 5 

The Beginning of the Railroad and the Civil War 

 

Folder – Macon & Brunswick Railroad – Beginning through 1870s 

¶ “
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Folder – Military – Civil War 

¶ Henderson, Lillian, compiled by. Roster of the Confederate Soldiers of 

Georgia 1861 – 1865. State of Georgia, Director of Confederate Pension and 

Record Department, 1959 – 1964. 

o Muster Rolls for the Confederate States Army (CSA) infantry units 

from Pulaski County. 

o Company G, 10th Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry 

o Company G, 8th Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry “Pulaski 

Volunteers” 

o Company F, 31st Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry “Pulaski 

Blues” 

o Company K, 49th Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry “Pulaski 

Greys” 

¶ Notes on family names serving in CSA (Walker - Jordan, Coley, Tripp, 

Dykes, Floyd) 

¶ Notes on units from Pulaski County and battles 

¶ Pamphlet – “Civil War Sources at the Georgia Department of Archives and 

History” 

 

Folder – Civil War – Home Front 

¶ Notes and minutes of courts of Pulaski County and county affairs grouped 

by years; 1861 – 1865 and 1867. Covers such items as money allocated and 

spent for local support services of county government and citizens. 
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Chapter 6 

The War’s Aftermath, The Completion of the Railroad, 

and the Incorporation of Cochran 

 

Folder – Railroads of Georgia 1860-1900 

¶ Peeples, Dale Hardy. Georgia Railroads: Civil War and 

Reconstruction. Master’s Thesis. University of Georgia, 1961. (Missing 

pages.) 

¶ McGuire, Peter S. “The Railroads of Georgia, 1860-1880.” The Georgia 

Historical Quarterly, vol. 16, 1932, pp. 179-213. 

¶ 
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Folder – Negro Colonization and Migration  

¶ Boyd, Willis Dolomond. “Negro Colonization in the Reconstruction Era 

1865 – 1870.” The Georgia Historical Quarterly, vol. 40, 1956, pp. 360-

382. 

¶ Smith, R. Marsh. “Migration of Georgians to Texas 1821 – 1870.” The 

Georgia Historical Quarterly, vol. 20, 1936, pp. 307-325. 

¶ Report of the US Industrial Commission on Agricultural Labor. 1901, pp. 59 

75 & 443-49. Testimony includes quality of Negro laborers and prospect of 

Negro colonization. 

¶ Holmes, William F. “Labor Agents and the Georgia Exodus, 1899-1900.” 

The Georgia Historical Quarterly, vol. 79, 1980. 

 

Folder – Longstreet, History of 

¶ Many articles on the history of Longstreet, to include: 

o The Hawkinsville News and The Hawkinsville Dispatch & News, from 

1887 – 1908 

o Longstreet Methodist Church 

o “The Story of Old Longstreet Part Pulaski’s Brightest History,” The 

Hawkinsville Dispatch & News, July 2, 1936. 

o “Old Longstreet In Retrospect,” The Cochran Journal, Sept 10, 1936. 

o Notes from “Georgia Journal” (Milledgeville) 1820 and 1822. 

o  Loftin, Bernadette K. “Longstreet & Barksdale Bobwhite Plantation.”  

The Historical News, Vol 18, February 1998, published by the 

Southern Historical News, Inc. 

o “A ‘Longstreet’ Leads to Cochran,” The Macon Telegraph and News, 

January 5, 1975. 

o “Old corduroy road was discovered recently in Bleckley County,” 

Neighborhood News, August 23, 1988 

o Hand drawn map of Longstreet - 1850. Depicts the plantations, 

houses, and other buildings on Longstreet in 1850. Map 
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o Altercation in Cochran between two Negroes. Hawkinsville Dispatch, 

November 3, 1870. 

o Homicide in Cochran. An altercation between two negroes, one 

stabbed the other with a knife, who later died. Hawkinsville Dispatch, 

September 8, 1870. 

o Attempted escape from Pulaski County Jail. Hawkinsville Dispatch, 

May 16, 1872. 

 

Folder – Bleckley County History 

¶ Loftin, Bernadette K. 
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Folder – Maps & Tables 

¶ The Macon and Brunswick Railroad in Relation to the Railroads of Georgia 

in 1860 (with notes and revisions) 

¶ Dykesboro 

¶ Table 3-6  Pulaski County Land Ownership in Districts Lying Wholly 

Within Cochran Community Area in 1861 and 1870 
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Chapter 7 

Making a Living in Town 

 

Folder – Promise of New South 

¶ Ayers, Edward L. The Promise of the New South: Life after Reconstruction. 

15th Anniversary Edition, Oxford Univ. Press, 2007. 

¶ Bernadette Loftin’s notes on book. 

 

Folder – The Southern Country Store 

¶ Clark, Thomas D. Pills. Petticoats and Plows. The Southern Country Store. 

University of Oklahoma Press, 1944. 

o “Preface;” Chapter 1, “The Country Store;” Chapter 2, “Behind 

Battered Faces;” Chapter 3, “Stove or Shady Porch;” Chapter 18, “An 

Ought’s an Ought.” 

 

Folder – Town Development In Wiregrass Georgia 1870-1900 

¶ DeVine, Jerry. “Town Development In Wiregrass Georgia 1870 – 1900.” 

The Journal of Southwest Georgia History, vol. I, Fall 1983, pp. 1-22. 

 

Folder –The Pursuit of Urban History 

¶ Fraser, Derek, and Anthony Sutcliffe, editors. The Pursuit of Urban History. 

Edward Arnold Publishing, 1983. 

o “Introduction” 

o “When Villages Become Towns: The Historical Contexts of Town 

Formation” 

o “The Ideal of the City in the American South” 

o “The Future of Urban History” 

¶ Smith, Page. As A City Upon A Hill: The Town in American History. New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1971. 

o Notes from the book 

 

Folder – Cochran Businesses 1875-1888 

¶ Various notes and lists of merchants and businesses in Cochran. 

 

Folder – Banks – Cochran – Pulaski before 1910  

¶ An act to incorporate the Hawkinsville Bank & Trust Company of 

Hawkinsville, and to incorporate the Merchants & Planters’ Bank of 

Talbotton and for other purposes. Approved August 26, 1872 
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Folder – Laurens County – History 

Hart, Bertha Sheppard. 1941. The Official History of Laurens County, Georgia 

1807-1941, vol. 1, Cherokee Publishing Company, 1972, pp. 204–05. 
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Chapter 8 

Making a Living in the Country 

 

Folder – Making a Living in the Country 

¶ Notes about agriculture 

¶ An Economic Legacy. A symposium in the Transformation and Legacy. 

The Civil War in American Life (Atlanta History Center). January 27, 1995  

¶ A Legacy of State’s Rights and Regionalism. A symposium in the 

Transformation and Legacy. The Civil War in American Life (Atlanta 

History Center). March 24, 1995 

 

Folder – Plantations – Special Investigation - 13th Census of United States 1910 

¶ Survey of 5 plantations in Laurens and Pulaski Counties made by Robert 

Preston Brooks, 1911 

¶ Georgia Plantation Schedules, by R.P. Brooks, 1911 

¶ notes 

 

Folder – Report of the Comptroller-General of Georgia – improved land circa 1890 

¶ Comptroller General reports on improved land, polls, and school funding; 

1879, 1880, 1890, 1900 

 

Folder – Turpentine and Lumber 

¶ “The Rise and Fall of Convict Labor in the Central Georgia Lumber 

Industry.” (unknown author, date) 

¶ Wilson, Mary Ellen. “The Rise and Fall of Convict Labor in the Central 

Georgia Lumber Industry.” Proceedings and Papers of the Georgia 

Association of Historians, vol. 12, 1991, pp. 146-67. 

¶ Dobson, Jeffrey R. and Roy Doyon. “Expansion of the Pine Oleoresin 

Industry In Georgia: 1842 to Ca. 1900.” Studies in the Social Sciences, vol. 

18, 1979, pp. 43-57. 

¶ Armstrong, Thomas F. “Georgia Lumber Laborers, 1880-1917: The Social 

Implications of Work.” The Georgia Historical Quarterly, vol. LXVII, no. 

4, Winter 1983, pp. 435-50. 

¶ Armstrong, Thomas F. “The Transformation of Work: Turpentine Workers 

in Coastal Georgia, 1865-1901.” Labor History, vol. 25, no. 4, Sept. 1984, 

pp. 518-32. 

¶ Taylor, A. Elizabeth. “The Origin and Development of the Convict Lease 

System in Georgia.” The Georgia Historical Quarterly, vol. 26, no. 2, June 

1942, pp. 113-28. 
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¶ 
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Chapter 9 

Politics 

 

Folder – Georgia – Legal Acts (codes, titles, judiciary) 

¶ Fence laws 

¶ Roads and bridges 

¶ County officers 

¶ City and county courts 

¶ Penal Code 

¶ Persons of Color 

¶ Incorporating 

¶ Judiciary 

¶ Cities and Towns 

¶ Railroads 

¶ Sale of Spirituous Liquors 

 

Folder – New South 

¶ Wallenstein, Peter. From Slave South to New South: Public Policy in 

Nineteenth-Century Georgia. University of North Carolina Press, 1987. 

(extract) 

¶ O’Brien, Gail Williams. The Legal Fraternity and the Making of a New 

South Community, 1848-1882. University of Georgia Press, 1986. (extract) 

 

Folder – Shaping of Southern Politics 

¶ DeBats, Donald A. “An Uncertain Arena: The Georgia House of 

Representatives, 1808-1861.” The Journal of Southern History, vol. LVI, 

Aug. 1990, pp. 423-56. 

¶ notes 

 

Folder – Southern Populism 

¶ Hahn, Steven. The Roots of Southern Populism. Yeoman Farmers and the 

Transformation of the Georgia Upcountry, 1850-1890. Oxford University 

Press, 1983. 

¶ Holmes, William F. “Review Essay. The Roots of Southern Populism 

(Hahn, S. 1983).” The Georgia Historical Quarterly, vol. LXVIII, no. No. 4, 

Winter 1983, pp. 489–502. 

¶ notes 
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Folder – Populist - Farmers’ Alliance 

¶ McMath, Robert C. Jr. Populist Vanguard. A History of the Southern 

Farmers’ Alliance. University of North Carolina Press, 1975. 

¶ notes 

 

Folder – 
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Chapter 10 

Government and Justice in County and Town 

 

Folder – Commissioners – Pulaski County 1887-1910 

¶ Articles from the Hawkinsville News and Hawkinsville Dispatch News with 

record of county commissioners’ meetings, politics, and taxes. 

 

Felony Crime and Homicides 1865-1910 

¶ “John Brown Defends Himself. An attempt to KuKlux a Colored Man in 

Pulaski County….” The Hawkinsville Dispatch, Sept. 2, 1880. 

¶ Report of Persons Murdered in District Macon, Georgia, 1866 

¶ “John Watts Arrested in Linden, Texas.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch and 

News, Dec. 3, 1909. Charged with the murder of two men in Pulaski County. 

¶ “Negro Riot at Eastman.” Several articles from The Hawkinsville and 

Dispatch regarding a riot in Eastman during August 1882. 

¶ 
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Folder – Negro Forced Labor/Convict/Peonage 

¶ Cohen, William. “Negro Involuntary Servitude in the South, 1865-1940: A 

Preliminary Analysis.” The Journal of Southern History, vol. 42, no. 1, Feb. 
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Folder – Lynching in Pulaski and Bleckley Counties 

¶  “Hanged to a Limb.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch, Oct. 10, 1888. 

¶ “In the Hands of Wilbur F. Kelsey.” The Hawkinsville News, Oct. 17, 1888. 

¶ “A Negro Lynched in Pulaski.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch and News, Nov. 

6, 1890.   

¶ “Two Reported Lynched Near Hawkinsville.” The Atlanta Journal, Jan. 9, 

1890. 

¶ “A Fiendish Outrage. The Perpetrator Pursued, Captured and Hanged.” The 

Hawkinsville Dispatch, June 19, 1872. 

¶ “Man and Wife Left for Dead. Negroes Attack Mr. and Mrs. Livingston, 

Near Cochran.” The Atlanta Constitution, Jan 10, 1908. 

¶ “Murder and Lynching in Pulaski County.” The Macon Telegraph, Jan. 10, 

1908. 

¶ “More Details of Carey Lynching.”  The Macon Telegraph, Jan. 11, 1908. 

¶ “Aged Couple Murdered. Mr. and Mrs. Warren Hart Clubbed to Death.” The 

Hawkinsville Dispatch and News, March 6, 1908. 

¶ “Murders of Aged Couple Did Brutal Work With an Axe.”  The Macon 

Telegraph, March 5, 1908. 

¶ “Two Negroes Lynched Near Hawkinsville, GA.” The Macon Telegraph, 

March 6, 1908. 

¶ “Governor May Investigate Pulaski Lynching.”  The Hawkinsville Dispatch 

and News, March 10, 1908. 

¶ “Not Burned.” The Macon Daily Telegraph, Dec. 5, 1909. 

¶ “Not Burned.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch and News, Dec 7, 1909. 

¶ “The Cochran Lynching.” The Cochran Journal, Dec. 9, 1909. 

¶ “Will D. Boothe Shot and Seriously Wounded.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch 

and News, Dec. 1, 1909. 

¶ “Mr. Boothe Dies From His Injuries.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch and News, 

Dec. 7, 1909. 

¶ “Three White Men Killed By a Negro.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch and 

News. 15 July 1915. 

¶ “Black Slays Three; Is Killed by Posse.” The Atlanta Constitution, 15 July 

1915. 

¶ “Three Men Killed by a Negro Who Is Blown to Pieces.” Macon Daily 

Telegraph, 15 July 1915, p.1. 

¶ “Fearful Tragedy in Bleckley and Pulaski Counties. Three of Our Well 

Known and Prominent Citizens Killed by Desperate Negro.” The Cochran 

Journal, 15 July 1915, p 1. 
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Chapter 11 

Religion, Education, and Social Life 

 

Folder – Religion 

¶ Ayers, Edward L. “Faith.” The Promise of the New South: Life After 

Reconstruction, 15th Anniversary Edition, Oxford University Press, 2007, 

pp. 160–86. 

 

Folder – Local Churches (1865 – 1910) 

¶ Loftin’s notes on post-war local churches 

 

Folder – First Baptist Church – History 

¶ “The History of the Cochran First Baptist Church,” is a series in The 

Cochran Journal
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Folder – Black Churches 

¶ Gaines, Wesley J. African Methodism in the South –or- Twenty-Five Years 

of Freedom. 1890. AFRO-AM Press, 1969. 

¶  History of Lizzie Bloomer Baptist Church 1860-1991 

¶ McDonald, Sister Mattie. The History of Turner Chapel African Methodist 

Episcopal Church 1867-1985. 23 June 1985. 

¶ Marthann Baptist Church; notes and documents related to the history of the 

church. 

 

Folder – Cemetery 

¶ Newspaper article (1887) and notes on early 1900s 

 

Folder – County Schools 1865-1910 

¶ Hawkinsville News and Hawkinsville Dispatch News articles about county 

schools 

 

Folder – Library 

¶ Hawkinsville Dispatch News articles from 1889 to 1905 on the need for a 

library 

 

Folder – Masonic Lodge of Cochran 

¶ “The Masonic Lodge.” The Hawkinsville Dispatch. Apr. 8, 1875 

 

Folder – Hensonville 

¶ “News from Hensonville.” 1906 article from The Hawkinsville Dispatch 

News.  Loftin’s note, “this evidently was Salem or Goldsboro.” 

 

Folder – Frazier-Empire News 

¶ Article from The Hawkinsville Dispatch & News, Oct 11, 1905 about general 

news items in Frazier and Empire. 

 

Folder – Goldsboro 

¶ “Goldsboro Items,” in The Hawkinsville News and The Hawkinsville 

Dispatch and News in 1888-1899 
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Folder – Entertainment/Social 

¶ Program at Opera House, December 18, 1903. 

¶ Program, Annual Concert, College Chapel, May 22, 1903. 

¶ Newspaper articles. 
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Chapter 12 

Creating and Governing a County 

 

Folder – Creation of Bleckley County 

¶ Part I. – Title 2. – Amendments to Constitution (Georgia). Bleckley, County, 

Creation, 1912, pp. 38-41. 

¶ Journal of the Senate (Georgia), Thursday, July 25, 1912, pp. 374-375. A 

bill to create the County of Bleckley from the County of Pulaski.  

¶ Journal of the House (Georgia) Wednesday, July 17, 1912, p.450. 

¶ Editor’s Note. “Deese Letter Reveals Woes of Bleckley’s Founders.” The 

Cochran Journal, Nov 11, 1955, p.1. 

 

Folder –Presentments by Superior Court and Grand Juries 

¶ Superior Court Minutes of Bleckley County (SCMBC) and Grand Jury 

findings as reported in articles in The Cochran Journal. 

 

Folder – Taxes – Bleckley County – 1915-1943 

¶ Articles in The Cochran Journal pertaining to Bleckley County tax rates 

from 1915 to 1923. 

¶ Notes by Bernadette Loftin from Commissioner Meetings, Bleckley County, 

1914 to 1943. 

 

Folder – Probate Court Notes, Bleckley County 

¶ Notes on court minutes regarding courthouse and jail bonds, 1913. 

 

Folder – Maps 

¶ 1921 Map Illustrating Highway Isolation of Cochran 

 

Folder – Empire 

¶ Two sales receipts; Cochran Grocery Company, February 28th, 1931; Middle 

Georgia A & M, May 18th, 1928. 

 

Folder – The Direct Primary in Georgia 

¶ Holland, L. M. The Direct Primary in Georgia. The University of Illinois 

Press, 1949. 

 

Folder – Local Politics 

¶ Collins, Ivey F. “Looking Back.” The Cochran Journal, 15 Sept. 1960. 
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Chapter 13 

Business and Government in Cochran 

 

Folder – Cochran Businesses 1900-1945 

¶ Articles from front pages of The Cochran Journal, 1931-1944 

¶ Notes and lists of businesses and merchants in Cochran. 

 

Folder – Cochran City Minutes 1910 – 1945 

¶ Provides history of Cochran city management. 

 

Folder – 
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¶ 
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Chapter 14 

The Boll Weevil, the Pure-Bred Hog, and the Economy 

 

Folder – Farming 1910-1945 

¶ Grant, Jr., Philip A. “Senator Hoke Smith, Southern Congressmen, and 

Agricultural Education, 1914-1917.” Agricultural History, vol. 60, no. 2, 

Spring 1986, pp. 111–22. 

¶ (1) “$25, 000 Reward for Boll Weevils” & (2) “Bleckley County Hog Sells 

for $5000.” The Cochran Journal, 10 June 1920. 

¶ “Board of Trade Has Banquet at M.G.C.” The Cochran Journal, 15 Sept. 

1932, p. 1. 

¶ “Cochran and Cochranites.” The Cochran Journal, 25 July 1940, p. 5. 

¶ Grand Jury Presentments. The Cochran Journal, 25 July 1918. 

¶ Cotton Production Below Average in Bleckley County. The Cochran 

Journal, 16 January 1930. 

¶ Harris, Frederick R. Inc. “Appendix D. The Rehabilitation of Georgia’s 

Forest Resource.” The Port of Savannah. A Report to the Agricultural and 

Industrial Development Board of Georgia, State of Georgia, 1945. 

¶ Margaret, Jarmon Hagood. “Of Farm Tenant Mothers as Symbol and Realty 

of the South.” Mothers of the South. Portraiture of the White Tenant Farm 

Woman, Greenwood Press, Publishers New York, 1939, pp. 2–6. 

¶ Hartman, William A. “Land-Use Study in Georgia Lays Basis for Purchase 

Project.” Yearbook of Agriculture 1935. US Department of Agriculture., 

1935. 

¶ Several articles regarding cotton in Bleckley County. The Cochran Journal, 

8 August 1940. 

¶ Langley, Archie. Bleckley County Farm Statistics 1900-1955. United States 

Department of Agriculture. 

¶ “Peacock & Hodge International Grand Champion Sale of Durocs.” Booklet 

for public sale at Fairview Farm, July 15th, Cochran, Georgia. Year not 

given, circa 1920. 

¶ “E. E. Diller, Iowa Farmer, in Bleckley County.” The Cochran Journal. 

Aug. 29, 1940. 

¶ Cotton ginning and production statistics for Bleckley County 1920-1977 

¶ Various articles and charts on cotton ginning and production. 

¶ More articles on various local farming topics. 

¶ Notes 
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39 

 

Chapter 15 

The New Deal and World War II 

 

¶ Inventory not completed 
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Chapter 16 

Society, Religion, and Education 1910-1945 

 

Folder – Cochran Public Schools 1914-1915 

¶ Cochran Public Schools. Cochran, 
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¶ Battle, Marion. “Marion Battle Writes of His Experiences and Warns 

Others.” The Cochran Journal, 14 Dec. 1922, p. 1. (Article about dangers of 

moonshine and whiskey.) 

 

Folder – Women’s Suffrage   

¶ “Women Suffrage.” The Cochran Journal, May 
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Folder – Race Relations 

¶ Walker, T. D. “In Memory of Aunt Susan Walker.” The Cochran Journal, 

May 5, 1910. 

¶ “An Old Back Mammy Passes to Her Reward.” The Cochran Journal, Oct. 

2, 1930. 

¶  “Well Known Colored Preacher Passes Away.” The Cochran Journal, June 

18, 1925. 

¶  “Come Back, Old Darky, Come Back.” The Cochran Journal, June 7, 1917. 

¶ 
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Folder – History of Cochran and Bleckley County 

¶ Loftin, Bernadette Kuehn. History of Bleckley County from the Perspective 

of Its Residents. A Syllabus Prepared as an On-Campus Teaching Project. 8 

June 1981. 

¶ Newspaper articles 

 

Folder – Maps 

¶ Bleckley County Million Dollar Road System 1960 
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Chapter 18 

Progress and Crises: Postwar Education 

 

Folder 





Chapter 19
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Chapter 20 

The New Economy and Social Order 

 

Business 

 

Folder – Chamber of Commerce and Employment/Development Group 

¶ Articles from Cochran Journal on Unemployment Rates – 1979 to 1989 

¶ Articles from Cochran Journal on the Chamber of Commerce 1968 to 1997 

¶ “1997 Hometown Business Review,” Special Supplement, The Cochran 

Journal, Aug. 6, 1997 

¶ Listing of Civic Clubs and Organizations, 1981 – 82. 

¶ Rosters of Business Members in the Chamber of Commerce in 1994 and 

1998. 

¶ Business directory and shopping guides for 1981 and 1993. 

¶ Shopping Directory and Newcomer’s Guide 1981-82. Cochran-Bleckley 

Chamber of Commerce, 1981. 

 

Folder – Local Businesses 

¶ Articles on various businesses; to partially include: 

o Lakeview Shopping Center; B.C. Moore’s & Sons; Department of 

Family and Children’s Services; Jack Shepherd Office; The 

Neighborhood Service Center; Jac-Arts, Inc.; Piggly Wiggly; The 

Lenkerd Company; Sawyer’s Food Center, Inc.; W. C. Dykes 
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Folder – Cochran Speedway 

¶ Articles from The Cochran Journal and The Macon Telegraph, from 1981-

1993. 

¶ “J&J Speedway Has Exciting Opening.” 

¶ “Middle Georgia down to one stock car track.” 

¶ “Cochran may yet run this season.” 

¶ “Cochran Speedway planning to reopen.” 

¶ “Cochran Speedway shuts down for year.” 

¶ “Cochran Speedway will change operators again.” 

 

Folder – Kaolin Industry and Environmental Impact 

¶ “Mining’s Naked Truth. Weak laws slow restoration of ruined land.” 

¶ “Changing climate for kaolin. State mining industry, facing growing 

challenges, tries to make new friends.” 

¶ “Kaolin Industry Releases Report Card On Its Economic Performance” 

¶ “Feisty foe of kaolin industry is freed. He was railroaded after irking judges 

and helping poor, supporters say.” 

¶ “Kaolin industry employs 142 Bleckley residents.” 

 

Folder – Robins Air Force Base 

¶ Billips, Mike. “Golden Wings. 50-year-old RAFB still ‘Keeping ‘em 

flying.’” The Macon Telegraph, 16 June, 1991 

¶ Cook, Emily. “Warner Robins: 50 years on the move,” The Macon 

Telegraph, 25 April, 1993.  

¶ Equal Opportunity. It’s results that Count.  Equal Opportunity Office, 

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia, January 1973. 

¶ “The Base of Middle Georgia.” The Macon Telegraph, 4 June, 1995. A 

special supplement about the proposed closing of Robins Air Force Base. 

Provides base history, mission, personnel and financial statistics, impact on 

the community and comprehensive arguments to keep the base open. 

¶ “Economic Impact Report. Robins Air Force Base, Georgia. 1998.” Warner 

Robbins Air Logistics Center of Office of Public Affairs. 

¶ Wooten, Jim. “Saluting bas of a community.” The Atlanta Constitution, 25 

Jun 1995. 

¶ Editorial. “Armed Forces Day.” The Cochran Journal, 14 May 1959. 

¶ Sirmans, Opal. “RAFB added $12.5 million to Bleckley economy in ’85.” 

The Cochran Journal, 5 March 1986. 

¶ Personnel numbers for 1996, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980. 
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Folder – Heart of Georgia Regional Development Center 

¶ Wren, Dahlia. “Some officials praise RDCs; others say they’ve gotten little 

or no help,” The Macon Telegraph, July 25, 1993. P. 11A. 

 

Folder – Government structure – Non-voter approved debts 

¶ Wooten, Jim, “We Owe a debt to Mitchell,” The Atlanta Journal/The 

Atlanta Constitution, June 28, 1962. (AG John A. Mitchell – he discovered 

how to evade constitutional debt limits…now less than a third of the debt 

issued by local governments in Cobb, Fulton, Clayton, DeKalb and 

Gwinnett counties is voter approved.) 

 

Folder – Radio and Television 

¶ “Cochran to Have Radio Station.” The Cochran Journal, 17 July 1952. 

¶ “Radio Station to Locate in County.” The Cochran Journal, 14 April 1966. 

¶ “New TV Station Being Built Here.” The Cochran Journal, 26 January 1967. 

¶ “Georgia, Bleckley Co. To The Superior Court of Said County.” The Cochran 

Journal, 14 December 1967. Article pertains to the “Mid-State Broadcasters, 

Inc.” 

¶ “New State TV Station To Start Programming.” The Cochran Journal, 28 

December 1967. 

¶ “To The Citizens of Cochran and Bleckley County.” The Cochran Journal, 

14 December 1977. Article pertains to Happy Acres Broadcasting Co., Inc. 

and WVMG AM & FM Radio Stations. 

¶ “WCEH Goes on Air Serving Cochran Area.” The Cochran Journal, 11 

December 1952. 

¶ “Pop Smith of Cochran Journal.” The Cochran Journal, 8 June 1961. 

 

Folder – End of Year Summaries 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Agriculture 

 

Folder – Local Farming 1945 – 1990s 

¶ Various newspaper articles on local farming. 

¶
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Folder – 
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o “I see myself as a New Southerner” 

o “Part of me was raised in 19th century” 

o “Life was much more structured” 

o “Have TV, peers replaced Mama, Daddy, and God? Southerners see 

values change in a single generation.” 

o “Is being Southern ‘gentle’ or just evading the issue?” 

o “Facts on Southern clans both real and fictional” 

 

Folder – Southern Culture – Changing 

¶ Palmer, James. “Ghosts from the Past. Southern pride often collides with 

darker side of history.” The Macon Telegraph, 5 May 1991. 

¶ Anderson, Mary Ann. “Small towns no longer immune to ills associated 

with big cities.” The Macon Telegraph, 2 Jun. 1992. 

¶ Boyd, Bill. “Doing what it takes.” The Macon Telegraph, 12 Jan. 1994. 

¶ Campbell, Colin. “Southern history without GRITS.” The Atlanta Journal 

and Constitution, 13 Feb. 1991. 

¶ Campbell, Colin. “Whatever happened to that romantic, rough, individualist 

White Southern Male?” The Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 17 Feb. 1991. 

¶ Reed, John Shelton. “What is the South? Kudzu? Poverty? Mama’s 

cooking? A new book maps the human geography of a special place.” The 

Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 26 May 1991. 

¶ Betts, Jack. “The South’s Golden Age.” The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 

28 Apr. 1996. 

¶ Dollar, Steve. “That’s Exploitation! From cheap nudies to sick slashers, 

Alabama pioneer of trash films reaps the wages of celluloid sin.” The 

Atlanta Journal and Constitution, 27 Jan. 1991. 

¶ Johnson, Rheta Grimsley. “It Was a Strange Day, Strange in a Nice 

Way.” The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 27 May 1996. (Article about a trip 

through Cochran.) 

¶ White, Gayle. “Religion by the Numbers. The South remains a region of 

churchgoers; most are Southern Baptists, but Catholicism is growing.” The 

Atlanta Constitution, July 7, 1992. 
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Folder – The Other Georgia  

¶ Teegardin, Carrie. “Inside the other Georgia. Atlanta’s neighbors lag 

behind.” 
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¶ Gardner, Robert G. Baptist Conventions, General Associations, and District 

Associations in Georgia. Special Collections, Main Library, Mercer 

University. 1998. 

¶ Notes by Bernadette Loftin 

 

Folder – Local Religious Items 

¶ Articles on various religious topics, letters to editor, etc. 
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Chapter 21 

Political Change and the New City Officials 

 

Folder – Cochran Mayors and aldermen and city employees 

¶ Listings and notes for Cochran Mayors, Aldermen, city marshals, city 

employees, public schools’ trustees, and occupations. 

¶ Newspaper articles. 

 

Folder – Politics - City and County 

¶ Notes from various Cochran Journal articles regarding city politics. 

¶ Notes regarding City budget 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Local Elections 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – “Happy Howard” lawsuits and defense 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Maps 

¶ City of Cochran 1993 

 

Folder – City Council Minutes 

Inventory not completed

 

Folder – 
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Folder – Expansion of City Limits 

¶ “Referendum To Extend City Limits Planned.” The Cochran Journal, Feb. 

22, 1968. 

¶ “Plans For Expansion of City Limits.” The Cochran Journal, Feb. 22, 1968. 

¶ “Annexation Election Date Set: May 25th Registration Deadline.” The 

Cochran Journal, March 21, 1968. 

¶ “Annexation Referendum Defeated By 2-1 Margin; 781 Against 351 For.” 

The Cochran Journal, June 20, 1968.
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¶ “Bleckley County Emergency Road Numbering.” The Cochran Journal, Jan. 

6, 1982. 

¶ “Letter of Public Interest. …funding for ambulances…” The Cochran 

Journal, May 20, 1981. 
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Appendix A 

Newspaper Articles
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Appendix B 

Demographics / Census Records / Tax Digests / Agriculture 

 

Folder – Significant County Facts 

¶ Fact sheets for: Bleckley, Dodge, Laurens, Montgomery, Pulaski, Telfair, 

Treutlen, Wheeler, Wilcox, 

 

Folder – Population of Georgia Counties 1880-1970 

¶ Tables of area and population of Georgia Counties 

¶ Notes and computations 

 

Folder – Population of Cochran Districts 

¶ Tables for 1890, 1900, 1910 

 

Folder – Land Ownership 1911-1940 

¶ Names of landowners with over 800 acres 

¶ Black landowners in 1940 and total acreage 

 

Folder – County Population Characteristics 1890-1980 

¶ Fact sheets for: Bleckley, Dodge, Laurens, Montgomery, Telfair, Treutlen, 

Wheeler, Wilcox, 

 

Folder – Census – General Information 

¶ Various items 

 

Folder – Districts & Land lots for Determining Census 

¶ Various notes 

 

Folders – Census for Pulaski and Bleckley Counties 

¶ 1850 to 1990 (missing 1920 & 1930) 

 

Folder – Tax Digests – Size of Land Holdings 

¶ Cochran Community Farmland Ownership – work sheets 

o 1880, 1881, 1910 

¶ Cochran Community Land 

o 1839, 1857, 1868, 1892 
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Folders for Pulaski & 
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Appendix C 

Cochranites and Families of Prominence 

 

1. Interviews and Oral Histories 

 

Folder – Bailey, Ruth & Kathryn Bailey Frezer 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – Feb. 19, 1991 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 24 

 

Folder – Barlow, Ruth (Mrs. Leland)  

¶ Oral History Interview Report – May 30, 1981 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 12 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional materials 

 

Folder – Barrow, Charles, and sister Willie Barrow Crawford 
¶ Oral History Interview Report – June 5, 1981 

¶ 
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Folder – Giddens, Gus 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – June 6, 1981 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 

 

Folder – Godfrey, Ralph 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – Aug. 25, 1997 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 32 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 

 

Folder – Hammack, Mrs. R. E. 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – May 25, 1981 

¶ Additional information 

 

Folder – Harris, Mrs. Emma Cortey 

¶ Interview Date – Aug. 20, 1970 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 20 

 

Folder – Hart, Tito 

¶ Interview Date – Aug. 20, 1970 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 20 

 

Folder – Hendricks, Fred 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – Aug. 25, 1997 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 1 

¶ Interview Release Form 

 

Folder – Hobes, Abson 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – May 26, 1981 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 15 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 
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Folder – Lawson, Mrs. L. C. (Violet) 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – June 2, 1981 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 9 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 

 

Folder – Lyles, Joseph D. Jr. 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – Jan. 6, 1997 

 

Folder – Marshell, W. 

¶ Interview Date – August 15, 1970 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 37 

 

Folder – Mullis, James Robert (Jim) (1896-1964) 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – May 13, 1990 

¶ Additional information 

 

Folder – Padgett, Linda Dykes 

¶ Interview Date – August 25, 1997 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 28 

 

Folder – Palmer, Mrs. George 

¶ Interview Date – August 16, 1970 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 37 

 

Folder – Peacock, Sarah Ann 

¶ Interview Date – May 24, 1981 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview - Tape # 7 

 

Folder – Pilliams, Palmer 

¶ Interview Date – Aug. 21, 1980 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 23 

 

Folder – Porter, Marion 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – Feb. 25, 1991 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 33 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 
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Folder – Porter, Rosa Belle Wade 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – May 30, 1981 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 4 and #35 (#35 is a bad copy 

of #4) 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 

  

Folder – Purser, Beatrice and Lara Lord 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – May 26, 1981 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 38 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 

 

Folder – Reeves, J. Willett 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – June 1, 1981 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 2 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 

 

Folder – Sawyer, Martha 

¶ Interview Date – Feb. 20, 1991 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 40 

 

Folder – Semmes, Jr. O. J. 

¶ Interview Date – Sept. 18, 1970 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 30 

 

Folder – Smith, Le Moi 

¶ Interview Date – Aug. 13, 1970 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 31 

 

Folder – Taylor, Lida 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – June 1, 1981 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 

 

  





Appendix C-1 

72 

 

Folder – Williams, Sharon Black 

¶ Oral History Interview Report – Jan. 9, 1998 

¶ Cassette Tape Recording of Interview – Tape # 34 

¶ Interview Release Form 

¶ Additional information 
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Folder – McVay Family 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – McWhorther Family 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder –Mullis family 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Mullis, Eli T. (1874-1936) 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Mullis, John Henry, Jr. (1869-1940) 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder –Oberry, James E. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Perry family (Jones, Tripp, Dykes, Purser) 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Phillips, Leo Sr. & family 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Purser, John & Charley 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Roberts, Dr. Edward 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Sanders, R. C. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Smith, U. R. “Cap” & family 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Whipple, Lucian A. 

¶ Inventory not completed 
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Folder – Willis, I. A. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Woods, George P. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Wynne, Charles William 

¶ Inventory not completed 
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3. The Five Founding Families 

 

George Walker II Family 

 

Folder – Walker Family, general files 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Walker, Charles 

¶ Inventory not completed  

 

Folder – Walker, David 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Walker, Frank Dr. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Walker, George I & Mary 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Walker, George II & Betsy (1763-1830; 1767-1835) 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Walker, George III & Martha (1793-1856) 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Walker, J. M. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – 
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Folder – Walker, Thomas D. Jr. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

 

George Dykes Family 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Frederick Floyd 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

James Tripp 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Turner Coley 

 

Folder – Coley Family, general files 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Coley, Alcanah R. (A.R.) (1818-1868) 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Coley, J. A. D. 

¶ Inventory not completed 

 

Folder – Coley, Turner 

¶ Inventory not completed 
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Appendix D 

Violation of Voting Rights Act of 1965 

 

NAACP Chapter of Cochran/Bleckley County sues Bleckley County 

Commissioner, the Board of Education, and the Cochran City Council. 

 

Includes court documents, proceedings, and records pertaining to the complaint 

and law suit. 

 




