






degree program itself. Finally, the program expects to graduate its largest number of graduates 
in May 2022.   
 
As to the quality of the program, recent hires have replaced faculty who resigned or retired, 
and have added greatly to the teaching, scholarship and service profile of the department. 
Course-level and program-level assessments are meeting their targets, in both this degree 
program as well as in the core service courses. The faculty are engaged in numerous community 
engagement, student success and scholarly initiatives. 
  



Categorical Summation 
 
Check any of the following to categorically describe action(s) the institution will take concerning 
this program. 
 
XX Program MEETS Institution’s Criteria 
 

XX Program is critical to the institutional mission and will be retained. 
☐ Program is critical to the institutional mission and is growing or a high demand field 

and thus will be enhanced. 
 
 
☐  Program DOES NOT MEET Institution’s Criteria 
 

☐  Program will be placed on a monitoring status. 
☐  Program will undergo substantive curricular revisions. 
☐  Program will be deactivated. 
☐  Program will be voluntarily terminated. 
☐  Other (identify/add text):   

 
 
 

Academic Dean Signature:       
Dean of Graduate Studies Signature (when applicable):  
 
Date:      May 2, 2022 
 
 
 



IERB’s Comprehensive Program Review Rubric and Evaluation 
 

Date Reviewed: 3/4/22 

Program Reviewed:  B.S. in Political Science 

Contextual Notes:  Summarize any demographic or environmental factors described in the introduction that might significantly impact assessment of the program 

The BS in Political Science is a new program that started in the 2018-2019 academic year. The pandemic and the loss of faculty members on the 
Cochran campus has had an apparent impact on student numbers, at least in the face-to-face classes. However, online enrollment has been steadily 
increasing.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Area of Focus Exemplary Area Satisfactory Area Area of Concern No Evidence Notes 
Enrollment This program has 

significantly positive 
enrollment trends and robust 
credit hour production  

This program has stable or 
moderately positive 
enrollment trends and 
healthy credit hour 
production 

This program has negative 
enrollment trends and weak 
credit hour production 

 



IERB’s Comprehensive Program Review Rubric and Evaluation 
 

Programs falling under these 
benchmarks are designated 
as “low performing” 

 

 

Program Strengths of Note: The faculty’s willingness to change and adapt the program structure based on resources and needs is admirable. Positive 



 

Comprehensive Program Review  

FY 2021 – 2022 

Institution: Middle Georgia State University 

Academic Program: B.S. in Political Science 

School: School of Education and Behavioral Sciences 

Department: Political Science 

CIP Code: 451001 

Date of Last Internal Review: 1st CPR, program started Fall 2018 

Faculty Completing Report: Christopher Lawrence 

Current Date: 1/4/2022 

 

5 Year Enrollment by Campus and Graduation Trends 

Enrollment 

Campus Fall 
2017 

Fall 
2018 

Fall 
2019 

Fall 
2020 

Fall 
2021 

4 YR 
Growth 

Fall 2018 
compare
d to Fall 

2021 only 
Macon N/A 1 11 12 9 108.01% 800% 
Cochran N/A 1 11 4 1 0% 0% 
Warner 
Robins   2  2   

Dublin     1   
Online   2 9 17   
Total N/A 2 26 25 30 146.62% 1400% 

 

  



Graduates 

• For data consistency, the fiscal year is in which the degree was awarded. For examples, 



While the Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA) offers 
voluntary accreditation for professional master’s programs in the listed subfields of political 
science, there is no recognized accreditation for undergraduate programs in political science. As 
a result, the political science program is only accredited as part of MGA’s general accreditation 
to confer undergraduate degrees as a Level 5 (Doctoral granting) institution by SACS COC. 

While the quantitative measures of program growth to date are satisfactory, they lag 
substantially behind the initial projections for the program and seem to be well behind the 
program’s potential, especially when compared to most of the other bachelor’s programs in the 
liberal arts and sciences at MGA; the only established program of this type that seems to have 
similar enrollment is the B.S. in Mathematics, a subject that 

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


We believe that we can counter these trends by pursuing an untapped opportunity for program 
growth: delivering the full program to students in a fully online format. As of fall 2021, the 
majority of students enrolled in the political science program were already taking most or all of 
their classes in a fully online format even though at present it is impossible to complete all of 
the degree requirements online (at least without the use of transfer/transient credit from other 
institutions). While many USG institutions offer a political science degree, only a few currently 
offer it in a fully online format. Online delivery would also allow for the department to make 
greater use of qualified part-time faculty and allow full-time faculty on all campuses to 
contribute more effectively to the degree program. Accordingly, our plan is to phase in a fully 
online delivery option for students over the next two academic years, while retaining the 
existing option to complete the degree program using (mostly) face-to-face classes on the 
Macon campus. We believe this would be an effective strategy to build on the existing 
program’s strengths while also fulfilling the institutional mission to provide an affordable, high-
quality education for students in the region and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 






