


On November 18t we have to send up budget requests for next year, we are requesting
from the USG some special money over $3 million. Online tuition has gone down to the
same as face to face. We are unsure of things but we are going to put in requests. We will
know what we receive in April. He then opens the floor for questions or comments. Terri
Reckart mentioned she had a group of students come in and ask if there really will be
campus presence next semester. She also mentioned that students are not coming in to
get registered after trying multiple attempts and they are sharing that they are waiting
because they want to wait to know if we are going to return to campus presence next
semester. President Blake wants to share these comments and work to see what can be
done to work on this in the upcoming weeks. Joy Campbell brings a question as to how
the Open House events went and are going. In a previous one there was around 20
interested students in a Macon event. We want to work to see what we can do to
increase the traffic. Thomasia Jefferson-Davis spoke up to mention that the events were
limited with an average limit of 25 and they had 22 attend. This Saturday there is a large
open house and they are expecting 175 students and are hopeful or a good turnout.

Guest Speaker: Dr. Ken Fincher

The MGA Foundation is the cooperative partner of Middle Georgia State University. Itis
a 501C3 tax identified charity which allows charitable deductions with a benefit as a
donor. The foundation has around 33 members from around our communities and
service areas compromised of a very diverse group. This foundation is composed of 4
committees. Last year the annual goal was $1 million dollars and for the first time we
have surpassed that goal, but we will keep going as all the help we can get is needed.
Funds that are raised are immediately turned back around into the University. About $2
million will transition into the University for scholarships and capital investments. The
biggest need is the emergency student funding, not a day goes by that they do not
receive a request for emergency funding such as job loss, internet access loss, inability to
pay bill, etc. This is only a quick overview of the Foundation. Coach Hall asked student
scholarships asking if it was for incoming freshman only or for all levels. It is for all
levels with over 200 named scholarships and then general scholarships as well. Some
might be just for example T aviation students or just female aviation students, business,
math, etc. They also can be based off need and location such as where the student went
to high school. There are also graduate level scholarships. There is one application for
all scholarships, the program does all the work to help the student understand what
scholarships they are eligible for. Coach Hall also asked the process for students to do
this. They will be sending out how to apply to all students by the end of the month. This
application will be open through March or April of next year to award for fall 2021.
These scholarships are stackable on top of Hope and Pell and many students are not
aware of that. We always have more students than there is funds to award but this hel



Guest Speaker: Samantha Boswell

Please refer to the Staff Council Meeting recording to watch Samantha Boswellis
presentation on the MGA data dashboards.

Old Business

Polo Shirts: Most people have got their polos but if you are in Cochran and
have not please stop by and see Terri to pick up your polo.

“l am the Change” Pins: These pins have been ordered and this will be started
soon based off the nominations for Staff Spotlights, winner and nominees of Staff
Awards as well as other nominations on an upcoming website which you will get an
email about soon.

USG Virtual Conference: We are tabling this due to time and will revisit at a
later time.

Committee Reports

Executive Board:



students would go from orientation to graduation about where to go and who to contact.
Keisha Fields is leading the mentoring initiative. The overview, purpose, and process



Ember shared that Staff Council is doing a great job sharing their voice. Ember sent out
an email about the upcoming Veterans Day



