
Academic Affairs Board 

Meeting #5, 21 February 2020 

Macon Campus, PSC 256 

Present: Rhonda Amerson, Victoria Guarisco, Kim Johnson, Richard Kilburn, Victoriya Lanier, 
Debra Matthews, Dian Mitchell, Rachel Podwolsky, Andrew Reeves, Neil Rigole, Frank 
Ryerson, Stephen Taylor 

Present electronically: Lisa Bro, William “Dusty” Lowery, Jeffrey Tarver 

Guests: Chip Rogers



Benita Muth explained that the program modification in the Master’s in Technical and 
Professional Writing would be to have only seven courses that all students are required to 
take and that for the remaining three courses, students will be able to choose three out of 
four. 

 

In response to a question by Richard Kilburn and Victoria Guarisco, Benita Muth 
explained that COMM 6610 is one of the four courses from which students can choose 
nine of the required thirty hours. COMM 6610 was added because the English 
department decided that this already-existing graduate course would make an excellent 
option for the MATPW program. 
 
Stephen Taylor motioned to approve modification to MATPW, Neil Rigole seconded, 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Chip Rogers explained that MCOM 1000 is a one-hour course that can be repeated up to 
three times and is intended to give students credit for on the student newspaper. Stephen 
Taylor noted that the wording, “May be repeated” is ambiguous, since theoretically any 
course can be repeated. Committee agreed to change “May be repeated” to “May be 
taken for credit up to three times.”  
 
Victoria Guarisco motioned to approve MCOM 1000 with agreed-upon changes to the 
catalogue description. Richard Kilburn seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Chip Rogers explained that THEA 3201, THEA 3301, THEA 3223 will serve as IDS 
electives and that students of any major will be able to take them. Creating these courses, 
he noted, is a first step to creating a Theater concentration. Victoria Guarisco asked if this 
was related to the Georgia Film Academy and Chip Rogers answered that it is not. 
 
Andrew Reeves motioned to approve addition of THEA 3201, THEA 3301, and THEA 
3223. Stephen Taylor seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Chip Rogers noted that data shows that success rates for students in learning support are 
much higher if it is more than a one hour course. Chip Rogers noted that expanding one 
hour to three hours and from online to face-to-face will improve student success based on 
the recommendations of both faculty and the University System of Georgia and with the 
approval of the provost. This change will, Chip Rogers noted, better serve the students. 
 
In response to Rhonda Amerson’s question, Chip Rogers replied that the modifications to 
ENGL 0999 will indeed appear in the Fall 2020 catalogue. 
Victoria Guarisco motioned to approve course modification, Stephen Taylor seconded, 
motion carried unanimously.   
 



4. Review of proposals discussed en bloc: 

 

https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b985EA097-2246-43F7-B7FA-AF05B5452C87%7d&item=%7bB94D3950-144F-4EBF-A5D5-6FB18024A79E%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b985EA097-2246-43F7-B7FA-AF05B5452C87%7d&item=%7bB94D3950-144F-4EBF-A5D5-6FB18024A79E%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b8BC57624-F755-4EBE-B422-0D570D4A25B0%7d&item=%7b5D9972C7-B3C4-43B1-9566-83890F983DBD%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b8BC57624-F755-4EBE-B422-0D570D4A25B0%7d&item=%7b67D73086-2386-471B-A519-537AA4202AED%7d


5. Review of proposals discussed en bloc: 

Course 
Modification 

MATH 0996 Support for Elementary 
Statistics 

New Course 
MATH 0997 Support for Quantitative 
Reasoning 

Course 
Modification 

MATH 0998 Support for Mathematical 
Modeling 

Course 
Modification MATH 0999 Support for College Algebra 

Program 
Modification Mathematics (B.S.) 

New Program Minor in Statistics 7

https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b3642C718-5CD1-4E97-B7B4-1AD5B8E68A5C%7d&item=%7b7CD72205-F536-4FEB-B489-16BAEAA27ADD%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b3642C718-5CD1-4E97-B7B4-1AD5B8E68A5C%7d&item=%7b7CD72205-F536-4FEB-B489-16BAEAA27ADD%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b8BC57624-F755-4EBE-B422-0D570D4A25B0%7d&item=%7bF86563D7-7757-438D-9708-4B3DC7350EF4%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b8BC57624-F755-4EBE-B422-0D570D4A25B0%7d&item=%7bF86563D7-7757-438D-9708-4B3DC7350EF4%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b2B3D20AE-4D10-42EC-B3EA-B76DE7A57680%7d&item=%7b3CFEA7BE-ABE1-4AD7-9561-8DBEC323DAD2%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b985EA097-2246-43F7-B7FA-AF05B5452C87%7d&item=%7bACE1609B-E77D-4C01-A3BE-8B0B6FFD7028%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b8BC57624-F755-4EBE-B422-0D570D4A25B0%7d&item=%7bDA2D6A76-5217-43BA-BCA7-5F5358EDACA2%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b8BC57624-F755-4EBE-B422-0D570D4A25B0%7d&item=%7bFC703ABC-8CBD-4AB6-A796-0382D183989F%7d
https://mga.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b8BC57624-F755-4EBE-B422-0D570D4A25B0%7d&item=%7bFC703ABC-8CBD-4AB6-A796-0382D183989F%7d


In response to Debra Matthews’s question about the applied statistics minor versus the 
statistics concentration, Barry Monk noted that the minor has fewer prerequisites and is 
more applied and less theoretical: it will serve for non-Math majors.  
 
Cross-talk over the nature of the minor and the concentration led to the explanation that 
the statistics concentration is for Math majors and takes place at a higher level, since 
Math majors learn theory before application, while the applied statistics minor is for other 
students. The previous proposal – since retracted – had referred to the application rather 
than the minor as applied statistics. 
 
Concern was raised over Math majors “double dipping,” i.e., applying their major courses 
to the applied statistics minor, but Debra Matthews noted that major courses cannot count 
towards a minor and so this concern is unfounded. 
 
Stephen Taylor motions to approve program modification, the addition of an applied 
statistics minor, and the addition of MATH 4600 and MATH 4700 en bloc. Andrew 
Reeves seconds, motion carries unanimously. 
 

6. Other business. 
 
a) 



department. Memo also includes the retraction of previous program modification by 
Mathematics department (see above, Item 5). 
 

d) Debra Matthews noted that committee’s concerns will be shared with Core 
Curriculum Council. 

 
e) Rachel Podwolsky noted that Sabrina Wengier is working on preparing training 

videos for smart catalogue. 

Next meeting scheduled for 10:00 AM, 27 March 2020.  

Andrew Reeves moved to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 10:56 AM. 

Attachments: Notification memo 

 


