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What is the Discussions tool?
The Discussions tool provides an area for collaboration allowing learners to post, read, and reply to messages on different topics, share thoughts about course 
materials, ask questions, share files, or work with your peers on assignments.

Why use the Discussions Tool?
	 •	
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Assessments
You can evaluate users’ individual messages and have Learning 
Environment automatically calculate a Topic score for each user, or you can 
assign a Topic score directly to each user. If you choose to assess individual 
messages, you can specify how you want the system to calculate each 
user’s overall Topic score.

Rubrics
Rubrics associated with a discussion topic are visible to instructors and 
students. Students can examine the expectations for the discussion 
simultaneously as they engage in a discussion for the course. Instructors 
can make use of the Rubric to evaluate students and these evaluations can 
be seen by students in the User Progress Tool

Integration with Content
Discussion topics are seamlessly integrated within the Content Tool, 
allowing students to participate in discussions without ever having to 
leave the Content Tool. You are able to edit and modify the majority of a 
discussion topic’s properties (i.e. availability, restrictions, allow anonymous 
posts etc.) from the content tool. Simply include the discussion topic in the 
content tool by “adding an activity” and then access that discussion topic 
from within content to make any adjustments and view users’ posts.

Managing Discussions


